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1. What would a labeling theorist say about the impact of overdose videos on the people featured in those videos? Use the concepts of "stigma," "role engulfment," and "master status" in your answer. Use specific examples from the New York Times article. 
The labeling theorists acknowledge that people often acquire labels from the perspective of how others perceive their tendencies or given behavior. In this case, persons involved understand how they are being perceived by the public members since he or she has tried different roles as well as functions in various social interactions and are capable of gauging the reactions of the people at the scene. When people are growing, people often attach labels to us and the labels normally reflect as well as affect how others think concerning their identities and how they think about themselves. It is important to note that labels are not necessarily negative since they can reflect on the positive characteristics while setting meaningful expectations hence offer meaningful goals in our lives (Seelye et al. 2018). 
The overdose videos are uploaded to social media platforms such as YouTube as a punishment for drug addicts. The addiction experts allude that the videos are only intended to publicly shame the drug users rather than finding solutions to eradicate the vice. The drug abusers including Ms. Hemphill, Ron Hiers, and his wife, Carla and Mandy McGowan after the respective overdose videos are seen grappling with the repercussions of their actions for the rest of their life. When the drug abuser passed out the bystanders like in the case of Ron Hiers and Carla ended up live streaming the couple at the scene rather than assisting. Millions of views mocked and laughed at the couple hence creating trauma and stigma to the abusers.  
The role engulfment implies how an individual's identity is primarily based on the role the individual assumes undertakes while superseding other roles. A negative role is likely to constrict an individual’s self-image and esteem. The overdose videos portray a bad image in the light of individuals and their families as they become a public object. Mr. Hiers and his wife created a barrier between them and their children as their daughter had spoken to them for several months extending to years. It is because she feels agitated and sad about her family overdose behavior which cast her a negative perception of society. Even though some of the drug addicts may quit taking drugs as in the case of Ms. Hemphil, the gilt and public overdose destroyed her public image (Vining and Robinson 2016).  
Master status in sociology implies the social position is the primary identifying characteristic of an individual. Although the drug addicts may quit from taking drugs the overdose videos destroyed their character since people in society would always identify them with the overdose videos hence labeled addicts for the rest of their life.

2. One expert quoted in the article remarked "The intent [of overdose videos] is not to help these people. The intent is to use them as an object lesson by scapegoating them." Sociologists similarly note that "folk devils" operate as scapegoats for social problems. Based on what you've read about moral panics and folk devils, do you think that individuals addicted to opioids are contemporary folk devils? Why or why not? 
No. The persons addicted to opioids are not contemporary folk devils because they can quit (Hidalgo, 2020). A folk devil refers to individuals or clusters of people that are displayed in folklore or the media as outsiders as well as deviant and mostly are blamed for problems affecting the society (Ben-Yehuda 2019). It is the role of the police department and Sherrif office in Volusia County to find a solution to eradicate drug addiction but not use videos of already addicts to teach a lesson to society. This illustrates instances of a failed regime in safeguarding and protecting the people's rights and freedom. The moment a video of a passed-out drug addict is shared it's outright that the individual’s public image is destroyed. The addicts get negative and biased views of people. This calls for nations to come up with sustained as well as coordinated efforts to create and execute scientifically grounded policies as well as clinical processes (Seelye et al. 2018).
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